Corps Knowledge — Our History
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Seamanship training

Sea Cadet trainig on-board HMS Undine, 1943,
Bounty Boys training scheme

Sea Cadets is the UK’s biggest nautical youth charity.
Around the country 14,000 young people aged
between 10 and 18 are entertained and trained by
9,000 volunteers in 400 units.

Cadets learn a range of nautical adventure skills from
sailing, kayaking and adventure training and gain
accredited qualifications that last a lifetime. Sea Cadets
aims to inspire young people and give them confidence
in themselves and in all that they do.

Each Sea Cadet unit is an independent charity but as
members of the national Sea Cadets, they are part of
one Sea Cadet Corps.

Sea Cadets has a long and proud history. It was
established in 1856, in the aftermath of the Crimean
War (1853-1856) which left lots of orphans and
destitute young people in need of help.

Sailors returning from the war, with the help of local
communities, helped these young people (all boys) to
learn a trade on the Queen’s Ship to help them get
back on their feet.

Sea Cadets is still a big part of the local life of the
towns, cities and ports units are based in. The Royal
Navy is the charity’s biggest supporter - it's ethos and
traditions remain at the heart of the Sea Cadets.

When the two charities merged they became MSSC
(Marine Society & Sea Cadets) making it the oldest
maritime charity in the UK.

MSSC supports all of the Sea Cadet units. It uses the
money it receives from the RN every year, about £9
million (known as Grant in Aid), together with around a
further £3 million raised by MSSC, to deliver the overall
structure and administration of the Sea Cadets.

2011

The title Royal Marines Cadets gained royal approval
from HM The Queen and the official re-badging
ceremony took place at the Royal Marines Commando
Training Centre at Lympstone on 25

September 2011

Today Sea Cadets is one of the UK’s biggest nautical
youth charities



Sea Cadet Timeline

1850’s

Naval Boys’ Brigades were set up
in port towns across England to
help orphaned and destitute boys
by offering them instruction on a
naval theme

1856
The first Sea Cadet unit was
recorded

1899

HM  Queen Victoria helped
establish Windsor Unit when she
donated £10 for uniforms

1910

The Navy League sponsored
several brigades - this had grown
to 34 by 1914

1919

The Admiralty granted official
recognition and set up annual
inspections and our name became
the Navy League Sea Cadet Corps

1936/7

Sea Cadets was re-launched

by the Navy League with generous
corporate gifts and private donors

- headed by Lord Nuffield who
donated £50,000

1939
There were 100 units and 10,000
cadets

1940

The Navy League bought an old
sailing vessel, TS Bounty which
took 40 cadets a week to sea
during the summer

1941

The shortage of ratings in the RN
led to special three-week training
courses on board TS Bounty for
Sea Cadets entry into the RN

1942

Our name changed again to Sea
Cadet Corps, HM King George VI
became the first Admiral of the
Corps and officers were granted
appointments in the RNVR

1942

Each unit was given a bounty for
every boy it trained for service
with the RN - towns and cities
sponsored units and adopted
warships.

The Sea Cadets grew to 400 units
with 50,000 cadets - each unit
was affiliated to the Corps and
issued a number in alphabetical
order.

1942

The Girls’ Naval Training Corps
(GNTC) was formed as part of the
National Association of Training
Corps for Girls (NATCG)

1945

By the end of the Second World
War there were 430 units and
50,000 cadets

1947

The Admiralty and the Navy
League sponsored the Sea Cadet
Corps in a partnership - the
Admiralty  supported 22,000
cadets by supplying uniforms,
boats, training facilities and even
travel expenses plus limited pay to
adult staff

1952
HM The Queen became our
Patron with HRH the Duke of
Edinburgh as the Admiral of the
Corps

1955
First Marine Cadet Detachments
were introduced

1964
The Navy League sponsored the
Girls  Nautical Training Corps

(GNTC) affiliating it to the Sea

Cadet Corps

1972
Juniors were introduced to the Sea
Cadets

1976

The Navy League renamed itself the
Sea Cadet Association (SCA) since
support of the SC and GNTC had
become its sole aims

1982

GNTC joined with Sea Cadets - for
the first time all young people could
be Sea Cadets

2004

Sea Cadets merged with Marine
Society. This charity had similar
beginnings to the Sea Cadets.
When it began in 1756 it trained
orphaned boys to work on the King’s
ships.

2012

Sea Cadets celebrated the Queen’s
Diamond Jubilee with cadets taking
part in celebrations both on and off
the water.

2013
After a successful fundraising
campaign. The contract for TS

Royalist’s replacement was sign on-
board HQS Wellington

One of its early patrons was Admiral
Lord Nelson who, when he was
unable to attend a Marine Society
meeting, sent a letter apologising for
his absence and offered £5 to help
with fundraising!

We still have the letter at Sea Cadet
HQ, which we share with Marine
Society in London.

Today the Marine Society helps all
seafarers gain access to education
or books, many of its learners are
RN personnel.



